THE POLITICAL MOVEMENT: 1833-1914         141

Rule than that such a state of things should be possible after a
hundred years of that rule."

But this spurning of all Indian opinion stood not alone in
making the Partition odious. The whole purpose and effect of
the measure was manifestly Macchiavellian; it was meant to
break up the solidarity of the" Bengali race and of their great
province of eighty millions; it was to limit the natural influence
upon them of their capital, Calcutta, with its politically so wide-
awake intelligentsia; it was, above all, to create rivalry between
the new Province of Eastern Bengal and Assam, which was
set up with the openly expressed aim of making it a Moham-
medan Province, and the predominantly Hindu Province of the
rest of Bengal. And not only Bengal, stung to the quick, but
all India, understood these motives, which had prompted Lord
Curzon's latest, and indeed last, measure. An outcry went up
against it, which made India ring from one end to another;
but, of course, far from making Lord Curzon pause, such popu-
lar outburst "engineered by a few agitators," only convinced
him that at all costs the measure must be carried into effect
and "Government Prestige35 maintained. Though he had
resigned already his Viceroyalty (in consequence of his differ-
ences with Lord Kitchener, the new Indian Commander-in-
Chief), he insisted on the Partition being actually carried out,
before he left India, and on thus making sure, that he left
behind him "a settled fact.*' On July 20, 1905, the Partition
had been gazetted; on October i6th it was carried into effect;
on November i8th Lord Curzon sailed from India; on Febru-
ary 13, 1906, Campbell-Ban Herman succeeded Balfour as
Prime Minister of England. The Dead Sea fruit into which
Lord Curzon had bitten with his wonted determination, was
to set on edge the teeth, not only of his Tory successor as Vice-
roy, Lord Minto, but of John Morley, the Radical Secretary
of State, who was to shape his policy.

The deliberate defiance and indeed challenge of Lord Cur-